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John Vastag brings innovative leadership ideas and strategies to Community 
Options, Inc. 

Community Options, Inc. is pleased and proud to announce that its Board of 
Directors has selected John Vastag as the new Executive Director for the 
organization. According to Darcy Arnold, Board President and head of the Search 
Committee “John rose to the top of the field of candidates like cream in a jar of 
fresh milk”.  

John Vastag is a native of Hebron, North Dakota and a graduate of Minot State 
University with a degree in Special Education. John comes to Community Options, 
Inc. with a strong background in the Human Services field.  Most of his career has 
been focused on serving individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Most recently, John served as CEO of Development Homes, Inc. a 
large nonprofit organization serving individuals with intellectual disabilities in 
Grand Forks, ND.  He has also been the Director of Health & Medical 
Transformation for Blue Cross Blue Shield of ND, and Director of Legislative Affairs 
for Sanford Health of Fargo, ND. 

John has always been community service oriented and participated with many 
associations in the communities where he lived and worked. He has recently 
extended “Meet and Greet” invitations to local dignitaries and looks forward to 
becoming an integral part of the Montrose and Delta communities.   

Away from the office, John enjoys spending time with his family. He is devoted to 
his lovely wife Char, and together they have two children and four grandchildren. 
Travel will definitely be a part of their new lifestyle, as their son Tyler and 
daughter-in-law Becca, with children Susie and Nathaniel live in North Dakota. 
Their daughter Miranda and son-in-law Kyle, with children Luca and Liam reside in 
California. 

John likes to explore his creative talents in his woodworking shop and appreciates 
the great outdoors through hiking, fishing and hunting. The recreation 
opportunities available on the Western Slope of Colorado were a definite part of 
the decision to move to Montrose. 



John succeeds Tom Turner, who served as the Executive Director of Community 
Options, Inc. for 26 years. When Tom announced his retirement in January of 
2021, the Board of Directors acknowledged there would be many challenges in 
finding a new leader. Tom’s legacy of extraordinary leadership and commitment 
left a tremendous vacancy that was not easily filled.  “John is clearly the best 
person to be the new leader of Community Options, Inc, and he has the 
unanimous support of our Board,” Arnold stated. “During the selection process, 
the Board took the painstaking, thorough approach that our clients, employees 
and partners expected and deserved.” 

Community Options, Inc., established in 1972, provides and coordinates services 
and supports to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Contact info: 
Name:  John Vastag, Executive Director 
Organization:  Community Options, Inc. 
Company URL:  www.communityoptionsinc.org 
Email:  info@communityoptionsinc.org 
Address:  P.O. Box 31 
                 336 S. 10th Street  
                Montrose, CO 81402-0031 
                Phone: 970-249-1412 
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